
SAFETY TIP! from the Department of Environmental Health & Safety 
                     Click here to submit a campus safety suggestion:                                                
 

 

April’s Tip: Updates to RWU’s Battery Recycling 

Program & Reminders Regarding Non-RWU Waste 
 

                                                                                        
  
Updates to RWU’s Battery Recycling Program 
RWU will no longer be collecting any alkaline batteries on campus for recycling. Alkaline batteries are 
not truly recyclable as most other battery types are, and storing and collecting these non-recyclable 
batteries as a “best management practice” has become inefficient. Alkaline batteries should now be 
disposed of in the regular trash.  
 
RWU is still required to collect and recycle rechargeable batteries that are used by certain departments 
on campus (nickel-cadmium, lithium, and nickel-metal hydride batteries). Departments that routinely 
use these rechargeable batteries, such as laptop, power tool, and camera batteries, have been provided 
with new containers to collect these batteries. Students living on campus may recycle their rechargeable 
batteries at the Center for Student Development. The Facilities group will continue to recycle the 
automotive lead-acid batteries from RWU’s vehicles (contact EHS if you have other lead-acid batteries).  
 
Reminders Regarding the Recycling of Personal Items and the Disposal of Household Hazardous Waste  
As a reminder, RWU is not a licensed transfer facility and we cannot accept any types of waste or 
recycling from off-campus sources, such as those used in employee’s or off-campus student’s homes.  
 
Employees and students are encouraged to utilize the many government, retail, and community 
resources available to handle their personal electronics, battery, and appliance recycling, as well as 
properly disposing of any household hazardous waste they may have (common household and 
automotive chemicals). Here are just a few of the many resources available to Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts residents (RWU does not specifically endorse any private organization listed here): 
 
EPA Database of Electronics Retailers and Manufacturers Accepting Electronics Recycling: 
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/materials/ecycling/donate.htm 
 
State-Run Household Hazardous Waste and Electronics Recycling: 
Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation http://rirrc.org/resident/ 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/recycle/hazardous/household-hazardous-waste.html 
 
Private Organizations Accepting Various Items for Recycling/Donation: 
Mount Hope Farm Farmer’s Market (Saturdays): http://www.mounthopefarm.org/farmersmarket/ 
Goodwill Industries of Rhode Island: http://www.goodwillri.org/donate 

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/materials/ecycling/donate.htm
http://rirrc.org/resident/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/recycle/hazardous/household-hazardous-waste.html
http://www.mounthopefarm.org/farmersmarket/
http://www.goodwillri.org/donate
https://rwu.edu/about/university-offices/ehs/safety-suggestion-form


Selected examples of various battery types 
 

RWU departments are no longer collecting or recycling alkaline 
batteries – these go in the regular trash: 

 

            
 

                   
 
 

RWU departments that use rechargeable lithium, nickel-cadmium, 
and nickel-metal hydride batteries are still collecting these for 

recycling (on-campus students bring to CSD for recycling): 

 

     

 

   


